


In 2017 for the first time we will commemorate the New Zealand 
Wars of the 19th century. These civil wars rampaged up and down 
our country for several decades after the signing of the Treaty 
Of Waitangi. For too long too many of us have not known about 
the battles that were once fought in the places where we live and 
travel every day.

The inaugural Rā Maumahara is Saturday the 28th October. 
It marks a time when we can turn our minds to the stories of a 
history that has been forgotten for far too long. These wars more 
than all of the conflicts of the 20th century made us the nation we 
are today. 

The Māoriland Hub presents a unique series of Screen Lectures 
about the facts and aftermath of The New Zealand Wars. 
Screenings of the influential The New Zealand Wars television 
series (1998) will be followed by informal lectures and forums for 
public discussion. Acclaimed Māori historians, commentators, and 
Professor Belich will answer questions and present new research 
about the Wars and their influence on our society today. 

Anyone interested in the fascinating stories of our past and 
present are welcome to attend. We especially welcome teachers 
and students of history. 

Tēnā koutou katoa e ngā urupā o wheinga, e ngā mana whakaheke 
o tērā maunga, o tērā wai, o tērā marae. He kaupapa whakahirahira 
kē tēnei ka ara ake nei. Kāore ia nei ko ngā tohu o tuawhakarere 
hei ārahi te rae o ngā mōrehu. Ko tātou tahi tērā. Mauriora ki a 
tātou.

JAMIE BELICH

Professor James Belich is one of New Zealand’s most distinguished 
historians. 

First published in 1986, James Belich’s groundbreaking book about 
the New Zealand Wars and the television series based upon it 
transformed New Zealanders’ understanding of the ‘bitter and 
bloody struggles’ between Māori and Pakehā in the nineteenth 
century. Revealing the enormous tactical and military skill of 
Māori, and the inability of the ‘Victorian interpretation of racial 
conflict’ to acknowledge those qualities, Belich’s account of the 
New Zealand Wars offered a very different picture from the one 
previously given in historical works.

The television series THE NEW ZEALAND WARS was a critical and 
popular success when it was first screened in 1998. It brought the 
facts of our 19th century wars to many New Zealanders for the first 
time. 

His books also included a two-volume history of New 
Zealand, Making Peoples (1996) and Paradise Reforged (2001).  
More recently, he has turned to the comparative history of settler 
societies and their relations with indigenous peoples, an interest 
which produced the book Replenishing the Earth: The Settler 
Revolution and the Rise of the Anglo-world (2009). His current 
research interests are becoming increasingly diverse.  They 
continue to include settler societies, imperialism, and racial ideas, 
but now also extend to global history and the origins of European 
expansionism in the late medieval and early modern eras.

Although Jamie lives in Oxford for most of the year where he is the 
Beit Professor of Imperial and Commonwealth History at Balliol 
College, he returns regularly to his home in Waikanae.

It is nearly two decades since Jamie’s influential work on the New 
Zealand Wars. Māoriland is thrilled to welcome him to participate 
in the final of the Rā Maumahara Screen Lectures (December 5th).



PANELISTS

We have a mix of acclaimed Māori historians and commentators 
who will join us over this series of Rā Maumahara Screen Lectures. 
They represent a new generation of Māori historians and thinkers 
who are making their mark in research and writing. We have 
representatives of Te Whare Wānanga o Raukawa and Te Wānanga 
o Aotearoa as well as Auckland, Victoria and Massey Universities. 
We also have speakers who are iwi historians and they will offer a 
more tribal perspective on these conflicts.

Each fascinating episode of Professor Belich’s influential television 
series will be a platform for interesting discussions with the 
audience. The panellists will answer questions about the wars with 
regard to the history and themes of the episode. They will also 
offer new insights into recent research of the NZ Wars period, and 
their impact on New Zealand today. 

On the final night of these Screen Lectures, Professor Jamie Belich 
himself will be present to answer questions about the NZ Wars in 
a global context. He will offer commentary on his recent writings 
about settler societies and the growth of the English speaking 
world. 

RĀWIRI TAONUI 
Te Hikutū & Ngāti Korokoro, Te Kapotai & Ngāti 
Paeahi

Professor of Māori & Indigenous Studies, Centre for 
Indigenous Leadership,  Massey University

MĀMARI STEPHENS 
Te Rarawa

Senior Lecturer: Victoria University School of Law. 
Writer.

RUPENE WAAKA 
Ngāti Raukawa ki te Tonga, Ngāti 
Kapumanawawhiti

Lecturer, tribal leader and iwi historian

MIKE ROSS 
Ngāti Hauā

Lecturer in Māori studies, Te Kawa a Māui, Victoria 
University.

TE WAARI CARKEEK 
Ngāti Toa, Ngāti Raukawa

Lecturer, researcher, writer, iwi historian

DENNIS NGĀWHARE 
Taranaki

Lecturer and Manager of Educational Delivery, Te 
Wānanga o Aotearoa.

ARINI LOADER 
Ngāti Raukawa

Senior History Lecturer, Victoria University.



31ST OCTOBER - THE WAR THAT BRITAIN LOST 
6:30 PM

The Northern War. Hone Heke. Kāwiti. Ruapekapeka

Panel Guests: Rāwiri Taonui and Māmari Stephens

SCREEN LECTURES - PROGRAMME

Venue Māoriland Hub, 68 Main St, Ōtaki. Free entry. 

SATURDAY 27TH OCTOBER – THE NEW ZEALAND WARS (1998)  
3.00PM

Full screening of entire series of The New Zealand Wars 
(approximately 4 and a half hours). The director of the series Tainui 
Stephens will be present to introduce the series and to answer 

audience questions. 

This screening is for those who wish to see the series in one session, 
or who may not be able to attend the weekly lectures. 

HIRINI KAA 
Ngāti Porou, Ngāti Kahungunu, Rongowhakaata

Lecturer and Kaiarahi, Faculty of Arts, 
Auckland University. 

TE AHUKARAMŪ CHARLES ROYAL 
Ngāti Raukawa, Marutūahu, Ngāpuhi

Writer, researcher, musician, iwi historian, 
director at Te Papa.

JAMIE BELICH 
Tarara

Professor of Imperial and Commonwealth 
History,  Balliol College, Oxford.

7TH NOVEMBER - KINGS AND EMPIRES  
6:30 PM

Te Rauparaha. Wairau. Waitara and the first Taranaki war

Panel Guests: Te Waari Carkeek and Rupene Waaka

14TH NOVEMBER - THE INVASION OF THE WAIKATO
6:30 PM

George Grey launches a pre-emptive strike against the King 
Movement

Panel Guests: Arini Loader and Mike Ross

21ST NOVEMBER - TARANAKI PROPHETS
6:30 PM 

Te Ua Haumēne, Pai Marire and Tītokowaru

Panel Guests: Dennis Ngāwhare and Charles Royal 

5TH DECEMBER - THE EAST COAST WARS
6:30 PM

The rebel warrior Te Kooti and the rebel prophet Rua Kenana

Panel Guests: Hirini Kaa and Jamie Belich
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Producer | Colin McRae

Director | Tainui Stephens
Writer & Presenter | James Belich


